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September 3, 1992

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
GRACE MEIER ESTABLISHES MINORITY SCHOLARSHIP
CHARLESTON, IL--To reward and encourage cultural diversity,
retired educator and Eastern Illinois University graduate Grace
Markwell Meier of Paris has established the I. Roberta Bell
Minority Scholars Endowment Fund through the EIU Foundation .
Stephen Falk, executive officer of the Foundation said, "As
we approach the second century of Eastern Illinois University,
recognizing and encouraging cultural diversity in all aspects of
the educational community is of paramount importance if Eastern
is to maintain its viability.
"Mrs. Meier's intitial gift for the endowment will help
Eastern recruit, reward and retain qualified minority students
toward the goal of cultural diversity on the campus."
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Interest from the endowment will be utilized to attract
qualified minorities who intend to complete their educational
experience at EIU.

Each scholarship recipient will be assigned a

minority mentor from the university community who will guide and
encourage them throughout their tenure.

"In this way donors can

be assured the endowment revenue is optimized by encouraging
recruitment of students who will ultimately join the alumni body
as examples of minorities who have been successful at Eastern,"
Falk said.
The first scholarship recipient(s) will be selected in April
1993 by a selection committee comprised of both minority and nonminority faculty and chaired by Eastern's Director of Minority
Affairs Johnetta Jones.

The award will be issued in the follow-

ing fall semester.
Mrs. Meier received a two-year diploma in 1923 and a Bachelor of Science in Education degree in 1941, both from Eastern. In
1990, she established the William and Anna Crystal Markwell
Memorial Fund to help support Eastern's chapter of Gamma Theta
Upsilon international honorary geographical society and provide
assistance to students interested in the study of geography.
She said she chose to name her second endowment fund for
Mrs. Bell because she is a role model for Black Americans. A
well-known doll artist and retired elementary school teacher,
Mrs. Bell began making dolls in the late 1950s as a way to teach
Afro-American history.

In 1970, she became the first Black

person to be elected to the National Institute of American Doll
Artists. She currently resides in Chicago.
"I met Mrs. Bell through the Jane Adams Doll Club in Rockford and began acquiring her dolls as she completed them," said
Mrs. Meier, who has donated Mrs. Bell's "Famous Black Americans"
doll collection to Eastern's Tarble Arts Center.
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